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The mission of Citizen Corps is to harness the power of every individual through
education, training, and volunteer service
to make communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to respond to the threats of
terrorism, crime, public health issues, and disasters of all kinds.

The Citizen Corps mission is accomplished through a national network of state, local, and tribal
Citizen Corps Councils. These Councils build on community strengths to implement the Citizen
Corps programs and will carry out a local strategy to have every American participate. In
Washington State we have:

A state Council through the Commission for National & Community Service
50 County/Local/Tribal Citizen Corps Councils
which serve 5,774,049 people or 94 % of Washington state’s population

Citizen Corps Councils helps drive local citizen participation by coordinating Citizen Corps
programs, developing community action plans, assessing possible threats and identifying local
resources.

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Program educates people about disaster preparedness and
trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire
safety, light search and rescue, and disaster medical
operations. Using their training, CERT members can assist
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY others in their neighborhood or Workplgce foIIOV\_/mg an
RESPOMSE TEAM event and can take a more active role in preparing their
community. The program is administered by DHS.

The Fire Corps promotes the use of citizen advocates to
enhance the capacity of resource-constrained fire and
rescue departments at all levels: volunteer, combination,
and career. Citizen advocates can assist local fire
departments in a range of activities including fire safety
outreach, youth programs, and administrative support. Fire
Corps provides resources to assist fire and rescue
departments in creating opportunities for citizen advocates
and promotes citizen participation. Fire Corps is funded
through DHS and is managed and implemented through a
partnership between the National Volunteer Fire Council,
the International Association of Fire Fighters, and the
International Association of Fire Chiefs.

The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) Program strengthens

communities by helping medical, public health and other

volunteers offer their expertise throughout the year as well
,-/ as during local emergencies and other times of community
; I'l-. need. MRC volunteers work in coordination with existing
local emergency response programs and also supplement
existing community public health initiatives, such as
outreach and prevention, immunization programs, blood
drives, case management, care planning, and other efforts.
The MRC program is administered by HHS.
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http://www.citizencorps.gov/citizenCorps/councilmap.do
http://www.citizencorps.gov/citizenCorps/councilmap.do
http://www.citizencorps.gov/councils/
http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/cert.shtm
http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/cert.shtm
http://www.firecorps.org/
http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/medical.shtm
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An expanded Neighborhood Watch Program (NWP)
Program incorporates terrorism awareness education into
its existing crime prevention mission, while also serving as
a way to bring residents together to focus on emergency
preparedness and emergency response training. Funded by

i : DOJ, Neighborhood Watch is administered by the National
onwa Ch-“rﬁ Sheriffs’ Association.
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Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) works to enhance the

capacity of state and local law enforcement to utilize
V l volunteers. VIPS serves as a gateway to resources and

information for and about law enforcement volunteer
programs. Funded by DOJ, VIPS is managed and

- implemented by International Association of Chiefs of
Police.
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The Citizen Corps Affiliate Program expands the resources and materials available to
states and local communities by partnering with Programs and Organizations that offer
resources for public education, outreach, and training; represent volunteers interested in
helping to make their community safer; or offer volunteer service opportunities to support first
responders, disaster relief activities, and community safety efforts.


http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/watch.shtm
http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/watch.shtm
http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/vips.shtm
http://www.citizencorps.gov/programs/affiliate.shtm

